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Introduction 

Spokes Dunedin is part of a network of local cycling advocacy groups that constitute the nationwide 

Cycling Advocates Network (CAN).  See www.can.org.nz for more information about CAN. 

Spokes aims to help make cycling in Dunedin safer and more enjoyable, so that it becomes a preferred 

mode of travel for a much greater number of residents.  

This year we are disappointed that, despite the recent election of a number of councillors who 

understand the importance of active transport (cycling and walking) to the health of our community, the 

financial situation of the city has driven council planners to propose scaling back or delaying initiatives 

vital to the growth of cycling. These proposals come in the face of mounting evidence of the long-term 

economic, environmental, and physical health benefits of cycling as well as ample evidence of an 

increase in the number of cycle journeys undertaken in Dunedin. We are also disappointed that despite 

the deaths of two cyclists in crashes with motor vehicles in recent months, the council seems unwilling 

to take decisive steps to make Dunedin’s roads safer for all users by implementing existing plans for 

improving cycleways and footpaths or by instituting policies to protect vulnerable road users. 

Below we make two types of recommendations to ameliorate this situation: specific recommendations 

on the long-term and annual plans, and general recommendations for the direction of transport 

planning in Dunedin. 
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We wish to speak to our submission. 

Preferred time: Thursday, 10 May 2012 – evening session 

Recommendations on the Plan 

 Expedite development of the Strategic Cycle Network. The drip-feed spending proposal for the 

Strategic Cycle Network is wholly inadequate. Spokes recommends shortening the timeline for 

complete implementation of the network to a maximum of ten years rather than twenty, increasing 

annual funding and seeking supplementary external funding as necessary. 

 

Although we support the redevelopment of South Dunedin in ways that make it more attractive and 

accessible to people on foot and on bicycles, the decision to concentrate all the next three years’ 

funding on that area neglects Dunedin’s largest population of active transport users: the university 

community.  Working with the university and NZTA to develop safe, practical cycleways around and 

through the university could significantly increase the number of people choosing to cycle to the 

university and thus reduce motor vehicle congestion and parking pressures. 

 

 Expedite completion of the Harbour Cycleway. The proposal to defer improvements on Portobello 

and Harington Point Roads is short-sighted. This flat, highly scenic route has obvious attractions for 

commuters, recreational cyclists, and tourists, but because the cycle lanes and shared path are 

discontinuous, the route is still perceived by many potential cyclists and walkers as dangerous. 

Completing the improvements on the original schedule would encourage many more residents and 

visitors to cycle and walk on the Peninsula, with obvious benefits for health and sustainability and 

additional benefits to local businesses. As we noted last year, the council should consult extensively 

with potential users before and during construction to ensure that the project meets their needs. 

 

On the other side of the harbour, Spokes urges the council to work with NZTA and other agencies to 

complete the off-road footpath and cycleway as far as Port Chalmers. The existing path, extending 

to Maia, is a first-rate addition to Dunedin’s active transport infrastructure and recreational 

amenities, but to adequately serve west harbour residents, especially commuters, it needs to extend 

all the way to Port Chalmers. 

 

 Implement the Caversham and Chain Hills Tunnel Projects. We are pleased to see that opening the 

Caversham Tunnel is one of the council’s new priorities in the draft plan. Providing a car-free, less 

hilly route to the southern suburbs will greatly benefit residents and also facilitate cycle tourism. We 

urge the council staff to seek creative solutions to the various logistical and administrative obstacles 

that have plagued this project.  

 

 Reinstitute the Rattray Street Crossing Project. Last year, Spokes offered qualified support for a 

cycle and pedestrian bridge. Although that project has been removed from the long-term plan, we 

urge the council to explore ways to provide a safer and more attractive connection between the 
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harbour and Rattray Street. For pedestrians and cyclists, the existing railway overbridge is 

frightening and unpleasant; for those with impaired mobility, it is a total barrier. 

Other Recommendations 

 Institute a 30 kph limit throughout the CBD and residential areas. Given Dunedin’s high rate of 

injuries and fatalities to pedestrians and cyclists, the city needs effective measures to increase road 

safety. In the absence of funding for improved infrastructure, such as separated cycle lanes and 

improved pedestrian crossings, reducing motor vehicle speeds (and cooperating with the NZ Police 

to ensure enforcement) is a simple and effective means of increasing safety.  

 

 Become a national leader in road safety with initiatives to protect vulnerable road users. Spokes 

strongly supports the initiatives to teach cycling safety in local schools, but additional measures are 

needed to protect active transport users on our streets. We urge the council to consider other ways 

to increase road safety, such as lower speed limits around schools and recreational areas, more 

advance stop boxes and modified traffic signals for cyclists at intersections, and local laws that grant 

the right of way to pedestrians at all times. 

 

 Adopt a mandatory “Complete Streets” policy for transport infrastructure. Spokes encourages the 

Council to adopt a Complete Streets policy (see www.completestreets.org), in which the needs of all 

road users (including walkers, cyclists, and the mobility-impaired as well as motorized traffic) are 

taken into account at all stages of transportation planning, and to apply these guidelines to the 

redevelopment of urban areas as well as to new development. Spokes would like to see mention of 

these principles within the Annual Plan.  

 

 Install cycle racks. Last year, Spokes worked very constructively with council staff to identify key 

locations for additional cycle parking and the most suitable style of cycle racks. The racks have been 

supplied, but installation has lagged: the only obvious additions to the city’s bike parking to date are 

the two new Sheffield racks outside the Dunedin Art Gallery. These are already well used, but they 

are insufficient. The remaining racks should be installed as soon as possible in convenient locations 

rather than continuing to take up space in a warehouse. Visible, well-designed bike parking 

encourages potential users to leave the car at home, freeing up parking spaces and encouraging 

more and longer visits to nearby businesses. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present this submission. 

http://www.completestreets.org/

